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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior listings, and all prior versions, 
of claims in the application. 
LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently amended) A hollow frame member adapted to be used in a 
friction stir welding, comprising: 

at an end portion of said hollow frame member adapted to be used in the 
friction stir welding, said hollow frame member has a raised portion which projects to 
an outer side in a thickness direction of said hollow frame member from one side 
face of said hollow frame membe r, extending beyond said one side face in said 
thickness direction, and is provided integrally on said end portion of said hollow 
frame member, 

said ra i s e d port i on of said ho ll ow fram e m e mb e r has a substant i a ll y un i form 

w i dth i n an e xtrud e d d i r e ct i on of sa i d ho ll ow fram e m e mber and has a substant i a ll y 
un i form he i ght, 

said raised portion of said hollow frame member is a portion adapted to have 
a rotary tool inserted therein in the thickness direction so as to carry out the friction 
stir welding, 

at said end portion of said hollow frame member, said hollow frame member 
includes a vertical plate, said vertical plate being located such that said rotary tool is 
above the vertical plate and the vertical plate supports a load during the friction stir 
welding, and 

during the friction stir welding, material of said raised portion of said hollow 
frame member fills any gaps, between said hollow frame member and another 
hollow frame member to be friction stir welded to said hollow frame member, which 
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exist when said hollow frame member and said another hollow frame member abut 
each othe r, and 

an abutt e d port i on of sa i d ho ll ow fram e m e mb e r and sa i d anoth e r ho ll ow 

frame m e mber e xt e nds i n a d i r e ct i on substant i a ll y perpend i cu l ar to sa i d th i ckness 
d i rect i on of sa i d hol l ow framo mombor . 

2. (Currently amended) A hollow frame member adapted to be used in a 
friction stir welding, comprising: 

a first plate, a second plate which is substantially in parallel to said first plate, 
a third plate connecting said first plate and said second plate, and a raised portion 
integrally provided on an end portion of said first plate, 

said raised portion of said first plate of said hollow frame member projects to 
an outer side in a thickness direction of said first plate of said hollow frame member 
from one side face of said first plate of said hollow frame member, extending beyond 
said one side face of said first plate in the thickness direction, 

sa i d ra i s e d port i on of sa i d f i rst p l at e of sa i d ho ll ow fram e m e mb e r has a 

substantia ll y un i form w i dth i n an extruded d i rect i on of sa i d hol l ow frame memb e r and 
has a substantia ll y un i form h ei ght, 

said raised portion of said first plate of said hollow frame member is a portion 
adapted to have a rotary tool inserted therein in the thickness direction so as to carry 
out the friction stir welding, 

said third plate being located such that said rotary tool is positioned above 
said third plate and said third plate supports a load during said friction stir welding, 
and 
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during the friction stir welding, material of said raised portion of said first plate 
of said hollow frame member fills any gaps, between said hollow frame member and 
another hollow frame member to be friction stir welded to said hollow frame member, 
which exist when said hollow frame member and said another hollow frame member 
abut each othe r, and 

an abutt e d port i on of sa i d ho ll ow fram e m e mb e r and sa i d anoth e r ho ll ow 

frame member extends i n a d i rect i on substant i a ll y perpend i cu l ar to said th i ckness 
d i r e ct i on of said first p l at e of sa i d ho ll ow fram e m e mb e r . 

3. (Currently amended) A hollow frame member according to claim 2, 
wherein: 

at an end portion of said second plate of said hollow frame member, at a side 
of an end portion of said first plate of said hollow frame member having said raised 
portion, said hollow frame member has a further raised portion, 

said further raised portion of said second plate of said hollow frame member 
projects to an outer side in a thickness direction of said second plate from one side 
face of said second plate of said hollow frame member, extending beyond said one 
side face of said second plate in the thickness direction, 

said furth e r ra i s e d port i on of said s e cond p l at e of sa i d ho l low fram e m e mb e r 

has a substantia ll y un i form w i dth i n sa i d oxtrudod d i rect i on of sa i d ho ll ow framo 
m e mber and has a substant i a ll y un i form h ei ght, 

said further raised portion of said second plate of said hollow frame member 
is a portion adapted to have said rotary tool inserted therein in the thickness direction 
so as to carry out the friction stir welding, 
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said third plate being positioned such that, during the friction stir welding 
where the rotary tool is inserted into the further raised portion, said third plate of said 
hollow frame member supports a load, and 

during the friction stir welding, material of said further raised portion of said 
second plate of said hollow frame member fills any gaps, between said hollow frame 
member and said another hollow frame member to be friction stir welded to said 
hollow frame member, which exist when said hollow frame member and said another 
hollow frame member abut each othe r, and 

the abutt e d port i on of sa i d ho ll ow frame m e mber and sa i d another ho ll ow 

frame mombor extends i n a d i rect i on substant i a ll y porpondicu l ar to sa i d th i ckness 
d i r e ct i on of sa i d s e cond p l at e of said ho l low fram e m e mber . 

4. and 5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 3, 
wherein said first and second plates of said hollow frame member respectively have 
exposed outer faces, and wherein said raised portion and said further raised portion 
respectively project beyond the exposed outer faces of the first and second plates in 
said thickness direction. 

7. (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 6, 
wherein said exposed outer faces are exposed during said friction stir welding. 
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8. (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 6, 
wherein said thickness direction is a direction perpendicular to said exposed outer 
faces. 

9. (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 3, 
wherein said thickness direction is a direction perpendicular to said first plate. 

10. (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 2, 
wherein said first plate of said hollow frame member has an exposed outer face, and 
wherein said raised portion projects beyond the exposed outer face in said thickness 
direction. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 10, 
wherein said exposed outer face is exposed during said friction stir welding. 

1 2. (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 1 0, 
wherein said thickness direction is a direction perpendicular to said exposed outer 
face. 

13. (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 2, 
wherein said thickness direction is a direction perpendicular to said first plate. 

14. (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 1 , 
wherein said one side face of said hollow frame member is adapted to be exposed 
during said friction stir welding. 
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1 5. (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 1 , 
wherein said thickness direction is a direction perpendicular to said one side face. 

16. and 17. (Cancelled). 

18. (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 1 , 
wherein said hollow frame member includes said raised portion and a remaining 
portion other than said raised portion, and wherein said remaining portion and said 
raised portion are made of a same material. 

1 9. (Previously presented) A hollow frame member according to claim 2, 
wherein said raised portion and said first plate, said second plate and said third 
plate, are all made of a same material. 

20. (Previously presented) The hollow frame member according to claim 

1 , friction stir welded to said another hollow frame member, thereby forming a friction 
stir welded hollow frame member. 

21 . (Previously presented) The hollow frame member according to claim 

2, friction stir welded to said another hollow frame member, thereby forming a friction 
stir welded hollow frame member. 
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22. (Previously presented) The hollow frame member according to claim 
3, friction stir welded to said another hollow frame member, thereby forming a friction 
stir welded hollow frame member. 

23. (New) A hollow frame member according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said raised portion of said hollow frame member has a substantially uniform 
width in an extruded direction of said hollow frame member and has a substantially 
uniform height, and 

an abutted portion of said hollow frame member and said another hollow 
frame member extends in a direction substantially perpendicular to said thickness 
direction of said hollow frame member. 

24. (New) A hollow frame member according to claim 2, wherein: 
said raised portion of said first plate of said hollow frame member has a 

substantially uniform width in an extruded direction of said hollow frame member and 
has a substantially uniform height, and 

wherein an abutted portion of said hollow frame member and said another 
hollow frame member extends in a direction substantially perpendicular to said 
thickness direction of said first plate of said hollow frame member. 

25. (New) A hollow frame member according to claim 3, wherein: 
said raised portion of said first plate of said hollow frame member has a 

substantially uniform width in an extruded direction of said hollow frame member and 
has a substantially uniform height, 
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an abutted portion of said hollow frame member and said another hollow 
frame member extends in a direction substantially perpendicular to said thickness 
direction of said first plate of said hollow frame member, 

said further raised portion of said second plate of said hollow frame member 
has a substantially uniform width in said extruded direction of said hollow frame 
member and has a substantially uniform height, and 

the abutted portion of said hollow frame member and said another hollow 
frame member extends in a direction substantially perpendicular to said thickness 
direction of said second plate of said hollow frame member. 

26. (New) A hollow frame member according to claim 1 , wherein said third 
plate extends in said thickness direction. 
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